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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 191566 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINDS. CASC, ET, LE 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON TENNECO FOUR 

THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE 
ON AN IF ASKED BASIS IN THE EVENT THAT THE HOSTAGES 
ARE RELEASED AT AN EARLY DATE. 

QUOTE: 

QUESTION: IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE TENNECO 
HOSTAGES HAVE BEEN FREED. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT? 

ANSWER: WE NATURALLY ARE PLEASED AT THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
WE ARE GRATIFIED THAT THESE INNOCENT MEN, WHO HAVE BEEN 
HELD SINCE LAST MARCH, HAVE BEEN RELEASED BY THEIR 
CAPTORS, THE ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT (ELF). 
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THE FOUR HOSTAGES WERE FREED AFTER EXTENSIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS. THE FINAL AGREEMENT WAS WORKED OUT IN 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE ELF AND THE TENNECO OIL 
COMPANY. 

QUESTION: DID THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAVE ANY ROLE IN THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS? 

ANSWER: THREE OF THE HOSTAGES ARE AMERICANS, THE OTHER 
IS A CANADIAN. THROUGHOUT THE LONG AND SENSITIVE 

NEGOTIATIONS, WE WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE ETHIOPIAN AND 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS AND THE TENNECO OIL COMPANY 
TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES. 

QUESTION: WHAT WERE THE CONDITIONS FOR THE RELEASE? 
WAS RANSOM PAID? 

ANSWER: AS I SAID EARLIER, THE FINAL AGREEMENT FOR 
THE RELEASE OF THE FOUR HOSTAGES WAS WORKED OUT IN 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN TENNECO AND THE ELF. I 
SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK TENNECO FOR THE ANSWERS TO YOUR 
QUESTIONS. 

QUESTION: WHAT WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF U.S. TALKS WITH 
ETHIOPIA ON THIS MATTER? 

ANSWER: I AM NOT AT LIBERTY TO DIVULGE THE SUBSTANCE 
OF SUCH TALKS. 

QUESTION: DID THE U.S. DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE ELF? 

IF NOT, HOW WERE THE NEGOTIATIONS CONDUCTED? 

ANSWER: WE DID NOT MEET DIRECTLY WITH THE ELF. I CANNOT 
REVEAL THE CHANNELS USED BY THE VARIOUS PARTIES. 
TENNECO DID MEET DIRECTLY WITH THE ELF. 

QUESTION: WHERE WERE THE NEGOTIATIONS HELD? 

ANSWER: THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS WERE REACHED IN BEIRUT. 
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QUESTION: WHERE ELSE? 

ANSWER: I CANNOT MAKE ANY FURTHER COMMENT ON THAT. 

QUESTION: WHY ARE THE HOSTAGES BEING RELEASED IN THE 
SUDAN. 
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ANSWER: THE SUDAN HAS A COMMON FRONTIER WITH ERITREA, 
THE ETHIOPIAN PROVINCE IN WHICH THE ELF OPERATES. 

THIS IS VERY DIFFICULT TERRAIN, AND WE CAN ONLY ASSUME 
THAT WAS THE BEST WAY TO GET THEM OUT. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS TENNECO? 

ANSWER: A COMPANY BASED IN TEXAS WHICH IS PROSPECTING 
FOR OIL AND OTHER MINERALS IN ETHIOPIA. UNQUOTE 

FYI: FREEMAN INFORMS US THAT TENNECO WILL ANSWER 
QUERIES BY SAYING (A) NO RANSOM WAS PAID AND (B) IT 
WOULD NOT DIVULGE THE CONDITIONS FOR THE RELEASE. 

END FYI. KISSINGER 
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